CoHNA

Coalition of Hindus of North America

URGENT: Requesting Leadership on Rising Hate Crimes Against Hindu Temples

Freedom of religion is a foundational American principle, protected as a core
constitutional right for all. However, for the Hindu American community, this freedom is
under increasing threat. We are writing on behalf of the Coalition of Hindus of North
America (CoHNA) to bring to your urgent attention a disturbing and accelerating trend of
vandalism, desecration, and violent attacks targeting Hindu temples across the United
States.

This troubling pattern of hate was most recently demonstrated in June 2025, when the
Sri Sri Radha Krishna Temple in Spanish Fork, Utah, was shot at on three separate
occasions. As the temple's founder, Caru Das Adhikari, stated, "I don't think it is
vandalism... | think it's something more sinister. To call it vandalism is a disservice." His
words echo the collective anxiety of a community that has seen its sacred spaces, from
New York to California, repeatedly violated.

These are not isolated incidents. In April 2024, concerned members of Congress wrote
to the Department of Justice highlighting this very issue, noting that such coordinated
acts create pervasive fear within a community. It is imperative that we do not wait for
further escalation before taking decisive action.

Therefore, we respectfully request your leadership and urge you to:

1. Publicly condemn the hate-motivated attacks on Hindu temples, including the
recent shootings in Spanish Fork, Utah.

2. Call upon the Department of Justice and the FBI to prioritize investigations into
this pattern of attacks and ensure perpetrators are brought to justice.

3. Stand in solidarity with the Hindu American community by reaffirming their right to
practice their faith freely and safely, without fear of violence or intimidation.

Freedom of religion has little meaning if communities can be terrorized with impunity.
CoHNA is a national advocacy organization representing the Hindu community and
stands ready to serve as a resource for you and your staff on this critical issue. We
would be grateful for the opportunity to discuss this matter with you further.


https://cohna.org/attacks-on-hindus-in-the-united-states/
https://cohna.org/attacks-on-hindus-in-the-united-states/
https://www.christiancentury.org/news/three-shootings-utah-hare-krishna-temple-raise-concerns-about-hate-safety
https://religionnews.com/2024/04/03/indian-origin-lawmakers-urge-doj-to-address-alarming-rise-of-hindu-temple-vandalism/

